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Make Your Voice Heard in ESSA Implementation!
by Mark Jones, OAESA Associate Executive Director

Feeling "Benched?"
From No Child Left Behind through Race to
the Top, the past few decades of
education reform have left school
principals watching from the sidelines as
critical issues dramatically impacted Ohio
schools. Major initiatives, such as annual
student assessments and OTES, went forward with the reforms, but the
state's response to federal legislation and funding often lacked vital
feedback from principals, the very voices of the practitioners most affected
by them.

Put Me In, Coach!
Fast‐forward to today's Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), and you'll see a
golden opportunity ahead! ESSA has been widely touted by educators as an
opportunity to return the authority for reform and the responsibility for
implementation back to the state and local levels. Thanks to our national
affiliate, NAESP, and their key role in drafting ESSA provisions, principal
voice is an essential part of implementing new reforms. As a result, it is
absolutely critical that our Ohio principals make their feelings known on
how best to steer further reform as ODE begins the process of creating a
new implementation plan to comply with ESSA.

Now the Ball Is in Your Court
Beginning August 31, 2016, ODE is hosting
a set of regional engagement meetings
open to all interested stakeholders, and
OAESA strongly encourages you to attend
and make your voice heard. We believe
this could be one of the most important
opportunities for you to personally share
your thoughts and suggestions about so
many aspects of your work. We

recommend that you sign up ahead of time to receive advance material that
will assist you in providing your input.

http://www.oaesa.org/
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Additionally, ODE will host a series of webinars on specific ESSA topics to
give you a more thorough education on some of the hot‐button issues, such
as the Highly Qualified Teacher Transition, a School Improvement Overview,
English Learner Report Card Indicators, and more.

CLICK HERE for a full list of both the webinars and the regional meetings,
and get back in the game!
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